
General Session 1
What’s My Motivation?

Why do we do the things we do?
Why would I come here?

Why do I serve God?

Prov 16:2

Spirit = motive

Jer 17:9

Heb 4:12

God looks at our heart

2 Chronicles 16:9

2 Tim 2:15

Why am I doing what I’m doing?

Is it for man or for God?

True followers are always a reflection of their leader

In order to produce humble followers we must be humble leaders

Good to Great (Jim Collins)

2 Qualities of good leadership in these companies

-driven to do the right thing

-personal humility

A great leader allows themselves to be exposed to God

1 John 4:10

Our starting place is to understand that God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die for us. To pay for our sins.
John 3:16

So what is God’s motivation?

LOVE

There is a free gift for anyone who would receive it…new life, eternal life.

If you must do something in order to receive a gift…it’s NOT a gift.

God is constantly using the words give & gift…because what He did for us is FREE.

General Session 2
Motivation for Eternity

What would motivate us in an eternal way to follow Christ.

#1-We are secure as His children

(like the little boy who snored)

John 1:12

The moment we put our faith in Christ we become a member of God’s family & we can call Him “Daddy”

My Heavenly father says “You are MINE” the moment I enter His family

John 10:28

Never=not at all, not in any way, no matter who they are… in this verse never is a very strong word

We are secure in Jesus

Eph 1:13-14

Guarantee = putting a down payment

1 John 5:9-13

We believe what men tell us all the time…but God’s witness is even more true. We can believe fully, “know”, what God says is truth

Security brings us freedom (like the kids on the playground with a fence)
#2 – Rewards

Eternal life is free but rewards are earned

Not every believer will experience the same rewards in Heaven

1 Corinthians 3:11-

God is NOT showing all of our sins when we are in Heaven…Christ has covered us. Our sins are removed.

2 Corinthians 5:10

We will appear before the judgment seat of God where the VALUE of what we have done will be revealed.

2 John 8

Back to 1 Cor 3

There will be those who will be in Heaven…but will have no rewards

1 Corinthians 9:24-

People who compete in a race run to win something that does not last forever, but we run for Jesus & our reward is forever
a- The crown of rejoicing (for those who share faith with others)

1 Thess 2:19

b- The crown of righteousness

2 Tim 4:8

c- The crown of glory

1 Peter 5:4

d- The incorruptible crown

1 Cor 9:25

e- The crown of life

James 1:12, Rev 2:10

2 Tim 2:11

If we died with Him we shall also live with Him = eternal life

If we endure then we will reign with Him = reward (reign = ruling over people or things like a king)

If we deny Him = no reward
2 Peter 1:3-11

Abundantly = richly

If you build these qualities into your life you will receive abundantly (riches from God)

There is reward eternally for putting these qualities into our lives
Scripture encourages us…reminds us to build into our life a habit of thinking about eternity & not just right now

There will come a time when we will look into the eyes of God as our bridegroom & we want to hear Him say that we are approved 

Only one life will soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last

General Session 3

Motivation for Now

We can be motivated by any number of things in our lives.

Psalm 1:1-3

Blessed = happiness

!

OH HAPPY MAN!

He does not walk = what he does with his days

Does not stand=really thinking about 

Sit in the seat = has become one of them

When Scripture says not to do something it quickly replaces it with what we should do

Meditate=plot (from Ps 2:1)

If you want to be happy line up with the Word of God … choose to do what it says

2. Contentment

Phil 4:11-13

The heart of Paul’s contentment is an understanding that his circumstances do not dictate his attitude

1 Tim 6:6

If I had_____ I wouldn’t need anything else
Truth: things don’t bring contentment

Jesus offers us the ability to be content no matter what is going on in our lives

John 15 (really deep…spend some time here)

Abide = fully comfortable & engulfed (surrounded)

3. Rest

Matt 11:28-30

(cacophony = lots of crazy noise)

Hebrews … Work hard to enter into rest

Not rest like a good sleep…but rest that is fully satisfying 

Can you imagine anyone who would not want to be happy, content & rested?

You can have a life that is happy, content & restful

(polar opposite = completely different)

4. Purpose

Hebrews 11:6

What is the reward? 

More of God (like Paul’s wife finding his daughter)

“Search for Me & I’ll give you more of Me” -God

Philippians 3:9

We want to be found IN Him…not in our own righteousness (our own abilities)

(like the envelope in the Bible)

General Session 4

Will I Follow Christ

Endurance – the power of suffering without succumbing (giving in)

Hebrews 12:1-2

Keeping the same direction for the length of the race

Two things that can keep us from finishing…weight & sin

Weights:

Past failures (Phil 3:13-14)

Biblical forgetting is to forget the things I have done.

Biblical remembering is to remember what God has done.

“The average man crucifies himself between two thieves everyday…regrets of yesterday & fears of tomorrow.”

2. Disappointment with leaders

We expect everyone to always do the right thing.

Expectation versus reality equals disappointment.

As leaders we need to remember…People who follow us really do watch what we do

3. Disappointment with God

(The Prisoner in the Third Cell)
Matt 11:2-6

Can you trust Me even if I don’t make sense to you?

Throughout Scripture there were many opportunities for people to be unhappy with God.

As believers we have been called to the power of His resurrection…but also the fellowship of His suffering 

Can you trust a God who does not make sense to you?

Sin:

We all struggle

There is no Christian who gets to a place where they no longer wrestle with sin

We don’t look at the sin…we look at the Savior

2 Tim 4:9-10 (the saddest comment about a person)

As a leader the most important thing is character…it’s what will cause people to follow

God cannot use a person who doesn’t have character.

(flaws will be there…but overall character matters)

General Session 5

Memories

In each of our lives we have moments that have impacted us.

These moments cause us to make life changing decisions.

There are defining moments still waiting for you

After every great Christian experience we have there are moments of attack

Numbers 13:1-20, 26-33, 14:1-4

Numbers 13:2

They were sent to see the land that God was giving them…not decide if they could take the land for themselves

Will I choose to do what I know God has said or will I choose something else?

Some of you will go back excited about the ideas God has given you here & the people around you will tell you they are not good ideas. You will be told they are not possible.

Joshua 2:8-10

Exodus 13:17-18

God led them into a trap

Exodus 14:13

How did Moses know that God was going to come through for them?

He had already seen God do amazing things…so Moses had faith that God was still going to do amazing things

All of us come to these moments where we can choose to let God do amazing things for us or we can choose to go another way

What kind of choices will we make?

Every person who chooses not to follow God will worship something else

What will we do with the truth that we know?

As a leader the people who follow you will want to know that when the choice comes…you will choose God

God is looking for those whose hearts are after Him so that He can support them strongly.
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